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KL z 9 IR, Ihauerecei- 


#4 youdeſiretobe par- 
y ticularly enfourmed 
ofthe cauſe and ma- 

\ ner ofthe ſtay of the 
£#/a\, late Lord Cobhams, 
TSS] Lord Grajes, and Sir 
SN Griffin Marchhams 
Execution, appoin- 

ted at Wincheſter: wherein, alrhoughthere are 
many better able to diſcourſe at Jarge of ſuch an 
Aion then my ſelfe; yet I conceiue (when you 
haueperuſedthisplaine and true Relation , ofthat 
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whict all men'there behelde that day, and many 
more {ince haue heard from perſons of belt quali- 
tieandknowledge )' you willthanke me more, for 
ſuffering the trueth fo ſhew it ſelfe vnclathed, tben 
if I had laboured to hauedeliuered you a Tale well 
painted with curious words and fine phraſes, 

You mult therfore vnderitand, That as ſfoone as 
the Arraignmets were paſſed at IVincheſter,his Mas 
ieſties prime Counſel (to the number of fourtecne 
or fifreene, of which. companie all of them had ei- 
ther bene tryers of theNoble men as their Peerecs, 
or ſitten as high Commiſſioners vpon the Gemle- 
men) were calledbefore his Maieſtie (in his priuie 
Chamber)at!/z/zon, where hee commanded them 
to deliuer (withoutreſpecto any perſon) the true 
Narration onely, ofthe order inthe Triall of theſe 

x perſonsthathad beene condemned by the Law,of 
- the manuergftheirbehaviour avBarrez.and of the 
> narure "Favprec ir offences, aShadappeared 
” ineuery oneof themby their ſeucrall anſiveres. 
All which being clcerely and iuſtly reported by 
them , (each ſpeaking in the hearing ot the reſt) 
his Maieſtie (for his part) vſed himſeite ſo grauely | 
and fo reſeruedly in all his ſpeeches, as well to 
themſelues atthattime, as alſo to all other perſons 
after in priuate or publique, asneither any of his 
priuie, Counſell, Nobilitie , or any that attended 
necreſtte his ſacred Perſon, durit preſume to me- 
4 diate forany, or ſo qauch as to enquire what ſhould 
| | "yy rhe Stafiog, particularly, of this procee- 
ing. | 


In 
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| Inthe meanetime, while the Court was full of 
varictic of diſcourſe, ſome ſpeaking out of proba- 
bilitie, others arguing our ot deſire, what was like 
ro bee the forrune of all, or of any of theſe offen- 
dours; His Maieſtie hauing concluded onely in his 
owne ſecretheart(which istherrue oracle ofgrace 
and knowledge) in what manner to proceed, (and 
thar withour asking counſell of any earthly perſon) 
It pleaſed him toreſolue (betweene God and him- 
ſelfe) that their Execution ſhould be ſtayed, euen 
at the inſtant when the Axeſhould belayde to the 
Trees rootes. For the ſecret.andorderly carriage 
whereof, his Majeſtic was carctuil ro prevuentall 
cauſe or colowr of ſuſpicion, 6f that Iudicious, 
Royall, and vnexpeCted courle which tollowed. 
And therefore, after the two Prieſts were execu- 
red on Tueſday the 29, of Noucmber ; and Maſter 
Georee Brooke on Munday following, his Maicſtie 
onthe ſameday, being the fifch of December, {ig- 
ned three Warants, forthe Execution of the late 
Lord Cobham, L. Gray, and Sir Gryffin Marckhaws 
Knight, with patticular direction to the Shetiffe, 
to performe it on Friday after before ten a clocke 
in themorning. 
All theſe direions being now become noto- 


rious, both by the Writs of execution (which paſ- 


ſed vnder the great Sealc) and by the making rea- 
die the Scaftoldsat WW:ncheFer, His Maieſtieyery 
ſecretly (as now appeareth by the ſequele) drewe 
himſelfe into his Cabinet , on Wedneſday before 
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the day of Execution, and there privately framed a 
Warrary written all with his owne hand,to the 
Sheriffe, by vertue whereof, hee countermaunded 
all che former directions, alledging the reaſons 
therein mentioned: Of which ſeeing no mans Pen 
can ſo well exprefle, as his owne, I ſend youthe 
Copieverbatim, as [ tooke it out ofthe Originall, 
which many read in my Couſen Sir Benjamin 
Tichbesrnes hand. 

And now to come to the ordering of this buſi- 
neſſe; among many other circumſtances, Ir is very 
remarkable , with what diſcretion and foreſight, 
that perſon was eleed, which muſt bee vſed in 
carm_ ofthe Warrant. Firſt his Maieſtiereſol- 
ued,it 
to be freeſt from particular dependancie vpon any 
Nobleman, Counſellours, or others, their friends 
or Allyes. Nexthee reſolued, to ſend aman ofno 
extraordinarie ranke, becauſe the ſtanders by 
ſhould not obſerve any alteration, nor the delin- 
quents themſelues ſhould take any apprehenſion 
of ſuch a mans being there at that time: Thisbeing 
his Maicſtics ſpeciall deſire,that every one ofthem 
(being ſeverally brought vpon the Scaffold)mighr 
_ breath foorth their laſt wordes , and true 
confeſſion of his ſecreteſt conſcience. And ſo{to be 
ſhort) his Maieſtie made choiſe of M. 1hn Gibb, a 
- Scortiſhman (as aforeſaid) a man that had neuer 


dealt with any Counſellor,or other, for ſuite or bu- - | 
fineſſe, butonethathad (within ſhort while after _ - 


the 


ould bea Scottiſhman,being thereby like. 
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the Kings firſt entrie) beeneſent backe into Scot- 
land,from whence he was but now freſhly arriued 
at Wilton ſome fewe dayes before. 

This party being by the King approoued for ati. 
ancient, truſtie, and ſecret ſeruant (as a Groome 
of his Maieſties bed-chamber) receiving the war- 
rant ſecretly on Thurſday from the Kings owne 
hand,8 telling his fellowes( who would otherwiſe 
haue miſſed him) that he muſt lie that night at $s- 
lsburie vpon ſome priuate buſinefſe ofhis owne,he 
rode directly to Wenchefter,and there, keeping him- 
ſelfe priuateall night,roſe earely in the morning on 
Friday , and wentobſcurely-to the Caſtle greene, 
where the people flocking in allthe morning, as 
thetime drewe neerc, hee put hinfelfe with the 
throng, cloſe by the Scaffold, andthere leaned ill 
the Sheriffe brought vp ſir Griffin. Markhamro the 
place , who was the man appointed firſt to die. 

_ - There the fayd Sir Griffin Markham, having 
ended his praier, and made himſelfe ready tokneele 
downe, M. Zohn-Gibb finding it fit time , while the 
Axe was preparing, to giue ſome ſecret notice of 
his charge, called ro my colin Tichboyne the She- 
rife , to ſpeake with him, and then delivered him 
(priuately) his Maieſties warrant, with further di- 


: ., retions verbally, how he ſhould vſe it. 


Hereupon the Sheriffe perceiving fully his 


led rhe matter, as hee onely called Sir Gr: 


Fore intention, ſo warily and diſcreetly miar- 
al 


4 that 
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that he uſt withdraw himſelfe intothe Hall, tobe 
confronted ( before his death ) before thoſe two 
Lords,that were to follow him, about ſomepoints 
that did concerne his Maieities ſeruice ; and foica- 
rying Markhamintothe Hall,he lefthim there, and 
weat vp haſtily for the Lord Gray to the Caſtle, 
who being lkewiſe brought vp to the Scaffald,and 
ſuffered to;pawre out his prayers to God ( atgreat 
length) and to makehis laſt conteſſion;ashewould 
an{were it vpon his foule, when he was readie to 
kneele downe , to receive the troke of death, Ma- 
ſter Shcriffe cauſed'him to ſtay, and told him thac 
he muſt goedowne for awhile intorhe Hall,where 
fioding Sir Griffin Markham, he willed him to-tarry 
there tillhereturned. | 

| Laſtofall,he went forthe Lord Cobham,who ha» 
vihg alſoended his denotion to God , and makin 
himlelfereadytoreceiuetheſame blow, the Shes 
riffe finding the time come to publiſh the Kings 
mercie tothe world, and to reueale his myſterie,he 
cauſed boththe Lord Gray,and Sir Griffin Markham, 
tobe brought backe to the Scaffold, and there, be- 
forethem all three that were copdemned;;and in 
the hearing of all the company , notifted his Ma- 
ieſties warranr, by which he was authoriſed to ſtay 
the execution, Which ſtrange and vndeſerued 
Grace and mercie proceeding tram a Prince, 10 
deeply wounded withour cauſe,-or:colourof carile 
givenby.bimſelfe towards them in anything , bur 
meerely contrary (to both the Lords eſpecially.) 
bied inthe hearts as well of the offenders, as of the 


ſtanders 
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ſtanders by, ſuch ſundry paſhons , according to the 
divers tempers of their minds, asro thoſe thatmuſt 
receive thoſe things by report, which others did ' 
behold with their eyes ,it may rather ſeeme to be a * 
relation of a well ated Comedie, then that itwas 

euer poſſible for any other man , to contrine a mar- 
ter { of this nature and conſequence) to ſerue all | 
purpoſes ſo aptly, as this was ordered by his Maie- 
ſties owne and onely direCtions. 

The Lord Cobham (holding his hand to heauen) 
applauded this incomparable mercie of fo graci- 
ous a Soueraigne, aggrauating his owne fault , by 
comparing it with the Princes clemencie,wiſhing 
confuſion to all men aline,that ſhould everrhinke a 
thought againſt ſuch a Printe,asneithergaue cauſe 
of pr a, nor tooke reuenge of ingratirude. 

The Lord Gray, finding in what meaſure this rare 
King had rewarded good foreuill, and forborneto 
make him anexample of diſcouragement, and ter- 
rour to all men that hereafter might attempt to ' 
hreake. the bonds of loyalty, vpon the paſſions of \ 
any a7dition, begarne to ſobbe and weepe for a \ 
great while,wirh moſt deere contrition, proteſting * 
now, that ſuch was his zeale and defrre to redeerne. * 
his fault, by any meancs of ſarisfaCtion, as he could 
 eaſilyfacrifice his life , to preucnt the lofle of one 
ftingerof that royall hand, that had deat fo1 
tullywith him, when helcaſt ſooked for it. * © 7 e 

Sir Griffin Marckham \ ſtanding like a manaſto- 
niſhed ) did nothing but admire and pray. "The: 
people that were preſent, witnefled by mfinneap* 
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8 
plauſe and ſhouting the ioy and comfort, which 
they tooke in theſe wondertull effe&s of grace and 
mercie, from a Prince, whome God hadinſpired 
with ſo many Royall gifts , for their conſeruation, 


_ and weuld conſerue for his owne glorie. 


The crie being carried out ofthe Caſtle Gates 
into the Towne, was not onely ſou1ded with ac- 
clamation of all ſexes, qualiries, and affetions,bur 
the true report diuulged fince in all partes , hath 
bred in the woorlt d:{poſed mindes , ſuch remorſe 
of injquitie , in the beſt ſuch incouragement to 
loyalrie,and in thoſe that are indifferent, \uch feare 
ro offend, and generally ſuch aff:ion ro his Ma- 
teſties Perſon: as perſwades the world,that Sathan 
himſelfe can never fo farre preuaile with any, as 
to make them lift vp their hearts or hands againſt 
a Prince, from whom they recciuc ſo true effcRs 
of Iuſtice, and goodneſle. 

To conclude therefore, I have now done my 
beſt, to ſatisfie your deſire, though [ fecle (to my 
griefe) how ſhort I come to my ownewiſh, be; 
cauſe I would haue expreſſed to the life {if it ha 
beene poflible) both the matter and the forme of 
this proceeding; of both which, the wiſeſt men, 
that = ſeene and vnderſtoode all particular cir- 
cumſtances, are at theende oftheir wits, togiue 
an abſolute cenſure, whether of them both deſerue 
greater recommendation , (this being moſt affu- 
red ) that there is no Record extant, wherein ſo 
great wiſedome and vnderſtanding, ſoſolid iudge- 
meat, ſoperfeR areſolution,to giue way tono re- 
queſt, 
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4 
queſt, or mediation; ſo inſcrutablea heart, ſoRoy- 
all and equall a tempered mercie, after focleare 
and publike Iuſtice , haue euer concurred fo de- 
monſtratiuely asin this late Action, wherein this 
bleſſed King hath not proceeded afterthe manner 
of men and of Kings, Sedcelei Indicis eternig, Re- 


26 more, whereof he ſhall be moſtaſſuredto reape 


theſe laſting fruites, of being beloued and fea- 
red of all men, obeyed with comfort, and ſerued 
with continuall ioy and admiration . Ando for- 
bearingto hold you any _ at thistime, I end: 
From my houſe neere Salisbarie , the 15. of De- 
cember. 160 3. 


Your Loxing Couſin and friend. 


T. A 
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A TRVE COPIE 
OF HIS MAIESTIES 


\Varrant written with his owne 
| hand, anddirected to the high She- 
riffe of Hampſhire for ſtay of the execus 


tion ofthe late L. Cobham, L. Gray, 
and fir Gr:ffin Marckham at 
Wincheſter the 5g. of De- 
cember 1603, 


= = Lthouch it be. 


}; | uernid and floorijhe 

| ing Kingdomes and 
( [| common vealthis aire 
I eftabliſhid by Tuſlice, 
and that theſe tuo 
a Noblemen by birthe, 
— — == that aire nou upon 
the point of Execution, aire for thair treaſonable 
praftiſes condemnid by the Lawe, and —_ 
voorthy of the execution thaireof to the exemple._. 
B 3 and 


| -=I/4 A > Svf true, that all-vell go-, 


filthily rake the nerthrawofo ' ubole kn 
OMe, andthe other for the ſurpriſe of 6ur om 


Proc: Yet in regaird that this " firSt yeere 
RAM ® TD : 
of our Raione, We" Fo Kungdome, and that neuer 


. King was /a farre obleiſhid-to his fieople,as ve_ 
haue bene to thus, by our entrie beerervith fo bair- 
tie and generall an applauſe of all ſorts; Amon 
enfvie diths regs reach - i allies of the 
ſaidis condemnid perſonnis, vaire as forduart, and 
dittifull as any other our good Subieftis, as alſo 
that at the -very time of thair Arramement none 
did more freely & reddily giue thair aſſent to thair 
conuiftion , and to deliver thaim mto the handis 
of Iuftice_, , then ſo many of thair neertit kinſ- 


.* men and Allies ( as being PeerisYgaiere open 


thair Inrie_; As likeuaiſe m regaird that Iuitice 

hath mm ſome ſort gottin courſe alreadie_.,, by the 

execution of the tuo Prieftis , and George 

Brooke, that varre the princip.ll plotteris and in: 

tifairs of all the reſt,to the embracing of the ſaidis 

tredſonabill Machinations ; Vee thairfore (being 

refoluid to mixe Clemencie vith Inflice_) aire 

"contented, and by theſe Preſentis command you, 
our-preſent Sheriffe of Fampſhire_,to ſuperſeide 

the Execution of the ſaidis tuo Noblemen, and to 
take 


I2 


take thaim backe to thatr priſon agaime,quhile our 
further pleaſure be known. And ſince cove roill 
not haue our Lawis to haue refþet to perſons, in 
ſpairing the great, and ſtrikking the meaner ſort, 
It is our pleaſure, that the like courſe be alſo taken 
with Marckham , being ſorry from our hairt, 
that ſuch is, not- onely the beynous nature... of the 
ſaidis codemni perſonnis crime, but euen the cor- 
ruption is ſo great of thair naturall diſpoſition, as 
the care -oee haue for the ſafety and quiet of our 
\ State , and good Subieftis, vill not permit vs to 
# roſe that clemencie tovardis thaim, quhich in our 
owin naturall inclination , -oee micht very eaſily 
be perſuadit onto. ”y 
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